
OUR CLERGY
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm (English) & 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Sunday 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 pm

Monday - Saturday 8:00 am

Monday - Friday after 8:00 am Daily Masses

Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:50 pm or by appointment

MASS SCHEDULE

WEEKDAY MASSES

ROSARY

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

ADORATION / ADORACION

ev. Leonard Dim, Pastor

Rev. Valentine Umoh
Parochial Vicar
Msgr. Thomas Skindeleski
Deacon Andy Plucinski
Deacon George White
Deacon Dony Antony
Deacon Drew Navarro

1 Friday adoration after 8:00 am mass in Englishst

1 6:00 p.m. Devocion al Sagrado Corazonst

May 3, 2026

6090 Hypoluxo Road., Lake Worth, Florida 33463
(561) 966-8878 Website: https://st-matthew-church.org

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. no one comes to the Father
except through Me. (John 14:6)
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Office Hours

8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.; 1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Parish Phone # 561-966-8878

Parish Secretary: Consuelo Gutierrez
Phone Ext. 1001 cgutierrez@stmatthewchurch.org

Assistant Parish Secretary: Marisol Rodriguez Phone
Ext. 1002 mrodriguez@sainmatthewchurch.org

Bookkeeper: Edwina Tanudtanud Phone Ext. 1006
bookeeper@saintmatthewchurch.org

Director of Evangelization & Discipleship: Catechesis,
Young Adult/ ChildrenMinistries, andmore.
Deacon Dony Antony 561-966-1538
dantony@saintmatthewchurch.org

Sacristan ,Florist & Event Designer
Elizabeth Gedre 561-966-8878

Parish Maintenance: DeanMorris
dmorris@saintmatthewchurch.org

MINISTRIES
Adult Choir: Eric Keiper/ English / Every other Tuesday/
6:45-8:00 p.m.

Baptism Classes/ Deacon Dony & Jamie AnnWooley/
English/ By appointment / call the office 561-966-8878

Baptismal Classes: Iván & Alejandra MuñozMartín/
español/ Llame a la oficina para la registración.

Baptismal Registration: Consuelo &Marisol /
English/Español / Monday to Friday/8:00 a.m.-12:00
Noon/ 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

CCW: Sheila Zile Pecoraro/ English/ 2nd Saturday of every
month/ 9:00 A.M./ Parish Center

Grief Share Group: Joanne Capasso/ English/Wednesday
10:00 -12Noon/ Parish Center

Bible Study: Rev. Valentine Umoh/ English/
Wednesday/ 7:00 p.m. / Feb 25/ March
11,18/ new updates soon

Children Choir: Clare Ramos/ English/
Saturday/ 9:00 a.m. Classroom 1 / all
children welcome

Coro/ Alex & Nora Tacoa/ español

Feeding the Hungry: Biddy Labutka/
English& Spanish/ Monday 8:00 a.m.
Parish Center -Kitchen

Grupo de Oración: Feliciano/ español /
miércoles/ 7:00 p.m. / español/ en el templo

Knights of Columbus: Paul Turner/ English
& Español / 2ndMonday of every month/
7:30 p.m. / Parish Center / the language
spoken is in English.

Legion of Mary: Valencia M. Delva / French/
Tuesday/6:00 p.m.

Young Adult Group/ under the direction of
Deacon Dony Antony
Tuesday/ 6:00 p.m. Parish Hall / English and
Español.

Liturgia de la Hora: Dr. Félix Rodríguez/
español/ jueves/ 6:00 p.m. (ministerio para
caballeros solamente)

Loving Hands & Crocheting: Joyce
Castello/ English/ Tuesday/ 10:00 A.M.

OCIA: Fr. Valentine & JamieWooley/
English/ Sunday 8/24/25 to 4/5/2026 ( it
will be soon updated)

OCIA: Natalia Brugal/ Spanish/ jueves/
7:00 p.m. Iglesia

JOINTHEFUN–VOLUNTEERFORBINGO!THURSDAYNIGHTSBRINGTOGETHERAWONDERFULGROUPOFPEOPLEWHOLOVEFUN, FELLOWSHIPANDCOMMUNITY.WENEEDAFEWMOREHELPINGHANDS (18+) FORTHISEVENTTHAT ISAMAJORFUNDRAISERFORTHEPARISH. FLEXIBLE–EVENHELPINGONCEAMONTHMAKESABIGDIFFERENCE. (THURSDAYSFROM5:00–9:15PM)VOLUNTEERING INCLUDESSIMPLETASKSLIKEGREETINGGUESTS, SELLINGCARDS,ASSISTINGWINNERS,ANDLIGHTCLEAN-UP. IT’SAGREATWAYTOMEETFELLOWPARISHIONERSANDSHARE INTHEEXCITEMENTOFACROWDTHATTRULYLOVESBEINGTHERE.INTERESTED?PLEASECONTACTCONNIEHAYESAT561-329-6150.WE’DLOVETOHAVEYOU JOINUS!

Thursday nights bring together a wonderful group of people who love fun,
fellowship and community. We need a fewmore helping hands (18+) for this
event that is a major fundraiser for the parish. Flexible – even helping once a

monthmakes a big difference.

Volunteering includes simple tasks like greeting guests, selling cards,
assisting winners, and light clean-up. It’s a great way tomeet fellow

parishioners and share in the excitement of a crowd that truly loves being
there.

INTERESTED? PLEASE

JJJOOOIIINNNTTTHHHEEE FFFUUUNNN ––– VVVOOOLLLUUUNNNTTTEEEEEERRR FFFOOORRRBBBIIINNNGGGOOO!!!

(((TTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyysss fffrrrooommm555:::000000––– 999:::111555pppmmm)))

CCCOOONNNTTTAAACCCTTTCCCOOONNNNNNIIIEEE HHHAAAYYYEEESSSAAATTT 555666111---333222999---
666111555000...WWWEEE’’’DDD LLLOOOVVVEEE TTTOOOHHHAAAVVVEEEYYYOOOUUU JJJOOOIIINNNUUUSSS!!!
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SUNDAY,MAY 10, 2026 
7:45 A.M.
S/I Diane Santoro
RIP/ EldridWitmore

9:00A.M.
RIPMarilyn Hogan
RIP/ Jacqueline Louis Samson

10:30A.M.
RIP/Mary Sosnowski
RIP/ Brady Swan

12:NOON
RIP/ Dorothy & Edward Scalzo
S/I HappyMother’s day to the best mother
ever

MONDAY,MAY4, 2026
8:00A.M.
RIP/ Dorothy Scalzo
S/I For the conversion of our children

TUESDAY,MAY5, 2026
8:00A.M.
RIP/ Amilda Gonzalez
S/I For the conversion of our children

WEDNESDAY,MAY6, 2026
8:00A.M.
S/I Annabelle Bonnet
S/I For the Conversion of our Children

THURSDAY,MAY7, 2026
8:00A.M/
RIP/ Leonor Suna
S/I For the Conversion of our Children

FRIDAY,MAY 1, 2026
8:00A.M.
RIP/ Genevieve Ash Hespen
RIP/ FrancesMarie Bishop

7:00P.M.
RIP/ Jose Lopez
S/I Por la conversión de nuestros hijos

SATURDAY,MAY9, 2026
8:00A.M.
RIP/ Gisela Melendez
RIP/ Islande Lecoin

4:00P.M.
RIP/ Thomas Talty
RIP/ Gerard Pagano

7:00P.M.
RIP/ For all Souls in Purgatory
S/I Por la conversión de nuestros hijos

God Bless, Fr. Leonard

Mass Intentions for the Week of:
May 4 to May 10 , 2026

*RIP Rest in Peace - * S/I Special Intentions
All intentions will only have the first and last names of the person for whom the Mass is offered.
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GOSPEL

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Lectionary: 52
Reading 1

Acts 6:1-7
As the number of disciples continued to grow,
the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews
because their widows were being neglected in
the daily distribution. So the Twelve called
together the community of the disciples and said,
"It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to
serve at table. Brothers, select from among you
seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and
wisdom, whomwe shall appoint to this task,
whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer
and to theministry of the word."
The proposal was acceptable to the whole
community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled
with faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They
presented thesemen to the apostles who prayed
and laid hands on them. The word of God
continued to spread, and the number of the
disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a
large group of priests were becoming
obedient to the faith.

Reading 2
1 Peter 2:4-9
Beloved:
Come to him, a living stone, rejected
by human beings but chosen and
precious in the sight of God, and, like
living stones, let yourselves be built
into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it says in Scripture:
Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a
cornerstone, chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in it shall not be
put to shame. Therefore, its value is
for you who have faith, but for those
without faith: The stone that the
builders rejected has become the
cornerstone, and A stone that will
make people stumble, and a rock that
will make them fall. They stumble by
disobeying the word, as is their
destiny. You are "a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people of his own, so that youmay
announce the praises" of him who
called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

Gospel
John 14:1-12

Jesus said to his disciples:
"Do not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
In my Father's house there are many dwelling places.
If there were not, would I have told you that I am going
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back again and take you to
myself, so that where I am you alsomay be.
Where I am going you know the way."
Thomas said to him, "Master, we do not know where
you are going; how can we know the way?"
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except throughme.
If you knowme, then you will also knowmy Father.
From now on you do know him and have seen him."
Philip said to him, "Master, show us the Father, and that
will be enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been
with you for so long a time and you still do not know
me, Philip?Whoever has seenme has seen the Father.
How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? the words that I speak to you I do not
speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing
his works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else, believe because of the works themselves.
Amen, amen, I say to you,
whoever believes in mewill do the works that I do,
and will do greater ones than these,
because I am going to the Father."

GOSPEL
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HUGE

The Children
Choir

Younger Brothers and Sisters

EMMANUELCATHOLICCHURCH,
15700S.MILITARYTRAIL
DELRAYBEACH, FL 33484

BISHOPMANUELRODRIGUEZ
WILLBETHERE
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Bienvenidos

DÍADELASMADRES

Las tarjetas para el Día de las Madres ya están
disponibles en las puertas del templo.

Honra a tu madre, abuela o ser querido, vivo o
fallecido. Los nombres serán colocados en el altar

durante todo el mes demayo,
y todas las Misas demayo serán ofrecidas por ellas.

¡PARTICIPAENESTEHERMOSOHOMENAJEDEAMORYFE!

Bendiciones Padre Leonard

“EN LA CASA DEMI PADRE…”
Sentando las Bases: Despejando
el Camino
En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesús
promete: “En la casa demi Padre
haymuchasmoradas”. En San
Mateo, estamos preparando esa
morada. Para construir nuestro
santuario permanente, primero
debemos Despejar el Camino
liquidando nuestra deuda del
salón parroquial de $1,073,000.
¿Por qué ahora?
Eliminar los Intereses: Cada dólar
pagado al banco es un dólar que
no se destina a nuestra iglesia.
Libertad Financiera: Una
parroquia sin deudas es una
parroquia lista para sumisión.
Borrón y Cuenta Nueva: Una vez
liquidada esta deuda, el 100% de
los fondos futuros irán
directamente a la construcción
de nuestra iglesia permanente.
¡Ya estamos en camino! Conmás
de $205,000 ya comprometidos,
por favor, considere en oración
cómo puede ayudarnos a cruzar
la línea demeta. Avancemos con
la confianza de que Dios siempre
está con nosotros, tal como lo
prometió. Terminemos este
capítulo juntos.
Juntos creemos. Juntos
construimos. Juntos despejamos
el camino.

LOSMATERIALES PARA
REALIZAR PROMESAS DE

DONACIÓN ESTÁNDISPONIBLES
EN LA PARTE POSTERIOR DE LA
IGLESIA PARAAQUELLOS QUE

DESEEN PARTICIPAR.

FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIMPORSUS14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓNSACERDOTAL4DEMAYODE2012FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIMPORSUS14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓNSACERDOTAL4DEMAYODE2012FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIMPORSUS14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓNSACERDOTAL4DEMAYODE2012FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIM14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓN: 4MAYO2012FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIM14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓN: 4MAYO2012FELICIDADESP. LEONARDDIM14AÑOSDESACERDOCIOORDENACIÓN: 4MAYO2012
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MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!

Msgr.�Tom’s�Musings:�A�SPECIAL�WAY�TO�HONOR�OUR�CATHOLIC�VETS

�With�Memorial�Day�less�than�a�month�away,�our�thoughts�and�prayers�turn�once�again�to
the�memory�of�the�brave�men�and�women�who�have�honored�our�country�through�their
military�service.
Many�of�us�remember�when�we�used�to�call�this�day�Decoration�Day,�and�we�went�to
cemeteries�to�place�wreaths�or�miniature�flags�at�the�tombstones�of�those�veterans�who
have�gone�before�us.�We�often�participated�in�ceremonies�that�would�include�parades,
speeches,�Memorial�Masses�and�even�some�fireworks,�though�not�quite�as�elaborate�as
those�on�the�4th�of�July.�But,�times�have�changed,�and�there�seems�that�those�traditions
have�mostly�gone�by�the�wayside,�and�these�sacred�actions�have�been�replaced�by�a
more�festive�rhythm�that�includes�barbecues�and�picnics.�Yet,�thank�God,�
there�are�some�who�would�like�to�return�our�focus�to�the�original�intent�of�this�holiday,
especially�to�properly�memorialize�the�gravestones�of�our�Catholic�heroes�in�“the�land�of
the�free�and�the�home�of�the�brave,”
A�major�Catholic�lobbying�organization�in�Washington�has�spearheaded�a�push�to�allow
veterans�to�place�crucifixes�on�their�headstones�in�national�veterans�cemeteries,�an
effort�that�has�now�drawn�a�letter�from�45�members�from�both�sides�of�the�aisle�of
Congress,�urging�the�Department�of�Veterans�Affairs�(VA)�to�act�as�swiftly�and
judiciously�on�this�matter�as�possible.�This�initiative�gained�momentum�after�a�Catholic
member�of�the�organization,�CatholicVote�(CV),�raised�the�issue.�The�organization’s�staff
consulted�an�ally�inside�the�VA�office�to�understand�the�approval�process,�and�the
constituent�prepared�a�sample�headstone�design.�While�the�VA�accepted�the�design,
officials�said�the�approval�process�often�takes�three�to�four�years.�
CV�then�worked�with�the�constituent�to�contact�Congressman�Greg�Steube�of�Florida,
who�sent�an�April�10th�letter�to�VA�Secretary�Douglas�Collins�and�Undersecretary�for
Memorial�Affairs�Samuel�Brown,�urging�them�to�add�crucifixes�to�the�VA’s�list�of�nearly
100�approved�emblems�that�veterans�and�their�next-of-kin�can�select�for�headstones.�
CatholicVote�Director�of�Government�Affairs�Tom�McClusky�said�Steube’s�letter�was
intended�to�expedite�the�process,�noting�that�the�VA’s�typical�three-to-four-year�review
timeline�could�extend�into�“a�new,�possibly�unsympathetic�to�Catholics,�presidential
administration”�without�intervention.
In�the�letter,�the�lawmakers�noted�that�Catholics�make�up�roughly�20%�of�the�U.S.
military,�and�the�crucifix�serves�as�a�central�symbol�of�their�faith.�The�VA�already
approves�dozens�of�religious�symbols�—�including�a�plain�cross�used�by�some�Protestant
groups�—�and�other�emblems�representative�of�Judaism,�Islam,�and�Hinduism.�
The�letter�states,�“While�even�atheists,�humanists,�and�wiccans�have�an�eligible�emblem
of�belief�for�inscription,�Catholic�veterans�do�not�currently�have�the�option�to�select�a
crucifix.�In�the�pursuit�of�religious�freedom,�as�guaranteed�by�the�First�Amendment�to
our�Constitution,�we�urge�the�Department�of�Veterans�Affairs�and�the�National�Cemetery
Administration�to�offer�the�crucifix�as�an�eligible�emblem�of�belief�for�inscription�on
headstones�at�national�cemeteries.”
Lawmakers�asked�the�VA�to�respond�by�May�8,�with�details�(1)�on�its�criteria�and�review
process�for�evaluating�and�approving�new�emblems;�(2)�whether�it�has�received�any
requests�from�veterans’�families�to�add�a�crucifix�and�the�outcomes�of�those�requests;
and�(3)�whether�it�intends�to�approve�the�symbol�and,�if�so,�on�what�timeline.�
The�letter�was�signed�by�45�federal�lawmakers,�including�20�Catholic�members�of
Congress.�According�to�a�press�release�from�Representative�Steube’s�office,�the
Archdiocese�for�the�Military�Services,�USA,�which�ministers�to�over�two�million�Catholic
military�personnel�and�their�families,�has�also�endorsed�the�request.�Hopefully,�with
prayers�from�those�families�affected,�and�from�us,�a�positive�response�from�the�VA�will
be�forthcoming�in�a�few�days.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com7



“Follow”

FROMTHEDESKOFDEACONDONY | DIRECTOROF EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIPINSPIRINGHEARTS TOENCOUNTERCHRISTANDLIVEASHIS DISCIPLES.

FROMTHEDESKOFDEACONDONY—DIRECTOROF
EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIP

GUIDINGOURPARISH TOGROW IN FAITH, COMMUNITY, AND
MISSION.
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ACT OF CONTRITION
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart, in choosing to do wrong and failing to
do good. I have sinned against you, whom I should love above all things, I firmly intend,

with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our
Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. in His name, my God, have mercy.
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GOAL: $133,000.
AMOUNT COLLECTED:

$68,586.00

AMOUNT REMAINING:
$ 64,414.00

AS OF APRIL 27, 2026

Weare grateful to all parishioners
who have alreadymade a

commitment to the Diocesan
Services Appeal. Your generosity
helps support theministries,

outreach programs, and pastoral
services of our Diocese.

If you have not yet made your
pledge, we prayerfully invite you to

consider participating in this
important mission of the Church.
Every gift, no matter the amount,

helps us reach our goal.

THANKYOU FORYOURCONTINUED
SUPPORTANDGENEROSITY.

ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH

WEEKEND COLLECTION REPORT
─────────────────────

WEEKENDOF: APRIL 18-19, 2026

1ST COLLECTION: $ 10,625.00

2ND COLLECTION: $ 5,321.00

─────────────────────

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED

GENEROSITY AND FAITHFUL SUPPORTOF
ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH

Starting Balance
$1,505,849

Loan balance at the
beginning of November, 2023

Remaining Loan Balance
$995,469.06

As of April 30, 2026

Parish Loan Journey:
2023–2026 Overview

Capital Campaign Contributions as of
April 27, 2026: $257.667.88

Thank you for your continued support
in helping us retire our debt. - Fr. Leonard

April Loan Payments to
the Diocese

80,727.98
Principal: 77,598.20

Interest: 3,129.78

· THE SECONDANDTHIRDCOLLECTION FORTHISWEEKEND IS AS FOLLOW:· 2NDCOLLECTION FORMORTGAGEREDUCTION· 3RDCOLLECTION FORPETER’S PENCE THATWOULDGOTOTHEUNITED STATECONFERENCEOFCATHOLIC BISHOPS TOCAST THE LOVEOFCHRIST UPONTHEWORLD – THANKYOUFORYOURGENEROSITY· THE SECONDANDTHIRDCOLLECTION FORTHISWEEKEND IS AS FOLLOW:· 2NDCOLLECTION FORMORTGAGEREDUCTION· 3RDCOLLECTION FORPETER’S PENCE THATWOULDGOTOTHEUNITED STATECONFERENCEOFCATHOLIC BISHOPS TOCAST THE LOVEOFCHRIST UPONTHEWORLD – THANKYOUFORYOURGENEROSITY

The Second Collection is as follow:
2 . Mortgage Reductionnd

MATERIALS TOMAKE DONATION
PLEDGES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE
BACKOF THE CHURCH FOR THOSE

WHOWISH TO PARTICIPATE.

ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH
DIOCESAN SERVICES APPEAL

(DSA) UPDATE

GOAL: $133 000

INMY FATHER’S HOUSE…

Laying the Foundation: Clearing the
Path
In today’s Gospel, Jesus promises: “In
my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places.” At St. Matthew, we
are preparing that dwelling place. To
build our permanent sanctuary, we
must first Clear the Path by retiring our
1,073,000 hall debt. Why now? Stop
the Interest: Every dollar paid to the
bank is a dollar that doesn't go toward
our church.
Financial Freedom: A debt-free parish
is a mission-ready parish. The Clean
Slate: Once this debt is gone, 100% of
future funds go directly to
construction.
We are on our way!With over
$205,000 already committed, please
prayerfully consider how you can help
us cross the finish line. Let’s move
forward with the confidence that God
is with us always, just as He promised.
Let’s finish this chapter
together.Together, we believe.
Together, we build. Together, we clear
the path.
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BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST SPECIALIZING

EXCLUSIVELY IN INVISALIGN AND BRACES FOR

CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST SPECIALIZING
EXCLUSIVELY IN INVISALIGN AND BRACES FOR

CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

LEARN MORE

Phone
561-964-5200
Address
6736 Forest Hill Blvd.
West Palm Beach, FL 33413
Website
seaofsmiles.com

The American Association of Orthodontics
recommends that every child first visit an

orthodontist at the age of 7.

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS!

LEARN MORE

Phone
561-964-5200
AAddress
6736 Forest Hill Blvd.
WWest Palm Beach, FL 33413
WWebsite
seaofsfsf miles.com

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS!

Welcome to
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