Frequently Asked Questions

Q1. Why should I prepare for my child's Baptism?

Baptism is ESSENTIAL for receiving and living out God's gift of
salvation (John 3: 5). This Sacrament is God's offer of friendship
to human beings, which is sealed and lived as a faith-based
covenantal relationship with God and the community of God's
friends, the Church. As parents, you will be entering into this
covenantal friendship with God on behalf of your child. The
Baptism Preparation Program will help you develop a deeper
appreciation of God's gift of the Sacrament of Baptism as
friendship, as well as the commitment you are making to raise
your baptized child in the Catholic Faith. It will also enable you to
celebrate and live out the baptismal rite in @ more meaningful

and engaging way.

Q2. How do I get my child baptized at St. Matthew’s Parish?

Parents are to attend the baptism preparation program before a
date for the Baptism can be scheduled (except in extreme, life

and death circumstances).

Q3. Do I need to be a registered member of St. Matthew’s to

have my child baptized at the Parish?

No, however, to baptize your child at our Parish, parents must

complete the Baptism preparation process and have written
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permission from the parish they attend to have the Rite of

Baptism administered at Saint Matthew’s.

Q4. Are both parents required to attend the Baptism Class?

Yes, both Catholic parents (if they have custody of the child) are
required to attend the class. The primary purpose of the class is
to catechize the parents and godparents of the meaning of
Baptism, register for the baptism preparation process, determine
the parents' intention to raise the child in the Catholic faith,
discuss the parents' own friendship with Christ and the Catholic
Church, and answer any remaining questions or concerns those

parents might have.

Q5. Are godparents/sponsors required to attend baptismal
preparation class?

Yes. We highly recommend, and strongly encourage, that the
Godparent/sponsor attend the class if they live in the area,
however, we can make accommodations for out-of-town

SpPONSOrs.
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Q6. How much does it cost to baptize my child?

The Church does not charge for the sacramental preparation and

celebration.

Q7. Do parents and godparents need to attend a preparation
program again when another child is to be baptized?

If parents have completed Baptism preparation class in the past
three years, then they are not required to attend the class. If four
or more years have passed since they attended the class, then
they need to attend the class again in order to have their new
child baptized.

Q8. Can a non-Catholic Christian be a Godparent/sponsor?

A non-Catholic, baptized Christian can participate in the Baptism
who accepts responsibility for helping raise the child to live a
Christian life. They can participate in the Rite of Baptism as a
"Christian Witness" however, the Church still requires at least one
godparent who is a practicing, confirmed Catholic age 16 or older.
Note: The “Christian Witness” is in addition to the Catholic
Godparent.
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Q9. Can a brother or sister be a Godparent/sponsor?

Brothers or sisters of a child to be baptized may be
godparents/sponsors provided they have completed their 16th
year of life, be a Confirmed Catholic, and have the aptitude and

intention of fulfilling this function.

Q10. If the godparents are not validly married in the Catholic
Church, can they be godparents?

The chosen godparent(s) does not need to be a married person;
they can be single. However, if the chosen godparent is married
(whether to another Catholic or to a non-Catholic), then they

must be validly married in the Catholic Church to be chosen as a

godparent.

Q11. If the parents are not validly married in the Catholic Church,
can the child be baptized?

YES! There is nothing that prevents a child born to parents who
are not validly married in the Catholic Church from being
baptized, provided that the parent(s) of that child is/are properly
disposed, has/have been appropriately prepared, understand(s)
the responsibilities that come with having the child baptized and
is/are willing to fulfill the commitment undertaken to raise the
child in the rich principles of the Catholic faith. The Catholic
Church welcomes with open arms your decision to baptize your






