
ST. MATTHEW
CATHOLIC CHURCH

The parish office and the
Adoration Chapel will be
closed on September 7th in
observance of labor day

September 6, 2026

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM (English)
& 6:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday 7:45 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM
& 12:00 PM

1st Friday (In English) : Mass at
8 AM, followed by Adoration
1st Viernes (En Español):
Adoracion 6:00 PM,
seguida por la Misa a las 7 PM

ROSARY
Monday - Friday after 8:00 AM
Daily Mass

SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

Saturday 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM or by
appointment

CONTACT US!
6090 HYPOLUXO ROAD •
LAKEWORTH, FLORIDA 33463 •
PARISH OFFICE: (561) 966-8878 •
WWW.SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

Office Hours: 8:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.;
1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M.

WEEKDAYMASSES

Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM

ADORATION / ADORACION

OUR CLERGY
Rev. Leonard Dim, Pastor

Rev. Valentine Umoh
Parochial Vicar

Mgr. Thomas Skindeleski

Deacon Andy Plucinski
Deacon GeorgeWhite
Deacon Dony Antony

OUR CLERGY



PARISH SECRETARY: CONSUELOGUTIERREZ
EXT. 1001 • CGUTIERREZ@SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

ASSISTANTPARISH SECRETARY: MARISOL RODRIGUEZ
EXT. 1002 • MRODRIGUEZ@SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

BOOKKEEPER: EDWINATANUDTANUD
EXT. 1006 • BOOKKEEPER@SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIP:DEACONDONYANTONY
561-966-1538 • DANTONY@SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

SACRISTAN, FLORIST&EVENTORGANIZER: ELIZABETHGELDRES • 561-966-8878

PARISHMAINTENANCE:DEANMORRIS
DMORRIS@SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

SACRAMENTS&FORMATION

BAPTISMCLASSES—ENGLISH: DEACONDONYANTONY& JAMIEANNWOOLEY. BYAPPOINTMENT; CALL 561-
966-8878.

CLASESDEBAUTISMO—ESPAÑOL: IVÁN&ALEJANDRAMUÑOZMARTÍN. LLAMEALAOFICINAPARA
REGISTRARSE.

BAPTISMREGISTRATION: CONSUELO&MARISOL
MON.–FRI. • 8 AM–NOONAND 1–4 PM

OCIA—ENGLISH: FR. VALENTINE, DEACONDONYANTONY& JAMIE ANNWOOLEY

OCIA—ESPAÑOL: NATALIA BRUGAL
JUEVES • 7 PM • IGLESIA

BIBLE STUDY—ENGLISH: FR. VALENTINE
WEDNESDAY • 7 PM • SEE PAGE 9 FOR DATES. PARISHMINISTRIES

ADULTCHOIR—ENGLISH: ERIC KEIPER
EVERYOTHER TUESDAY • 6:45–8 PM

CCW—ENGLISH: SHEILA ZILE PECORARO
SECOND SATURDAYMONTHLY • 9 AM

GRIEFSHARE—ENGLISH: JOANNE CAPASSO
WEDNESDAY • 10 AM–NOON • PARISH CENTER

LITURGIADE LASHORAS—ESPAÑOL: DR. FÉLIX RODRÍGUEZ
MARTES • 6 PM •MINISTERIO PARA CABALLEROS

LOVINGHANDS—CROCHETING& KNITTING: JOYCE COSTELLO
TUESDAY • 10 AM • PARISH CENTER, ROOM 1

FEEDINGTHEHUNGRY—BILINGUAL: BIDDY LABUTKA
MONDAY • 8:30 AM •

GRUPODEORACIÓN—ESPAÑOL: FELICIANO FIGUEROA
MIÉRCOLES • 7 PM • IGLESIA

ORANDOPORNUESTROSHIJOS: TERCERMIÉRCOLES • 7 PM

KNIGHTSOFCOLUMBUS—ENGLISH: PAUL TURNER
SECONDMONDAYMONTHLY • 7:30 PM • PARISH CENTER

LEGIONOFMARY—FRENCH: MARIE BERNADETTE SAMSON JOHNSON • TUESDAY • 6 PM

LEGIÓNDEMARÍA—ESPAÑOL: DANIA FERNÁNDEZ
JUEVES • 7 PM

YOUNGADULTGROUP—BILINGUAL: DEACONDONYANTONY
TUESDAY • 7 PM • PARISH HALL

ENTRELAZADOS—MINISTERIO DE PAREJAS: IVÁN&ALEJANDRAMUÑOZMARTÍN • ÚLTIMOMARTES DELMES

MINISTERIODEMÚSICA—ESPAÑOL: ALEX &NORA TACOA • PARISH CENTER

MINISTRIES

OFFICE STAFF
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7:45 AM
RIP— Sam Stabile
RIP— Paul Januszewski

9:00 AM
RIP—Angelina Santoro
RIP— PeteMcManus

10:30 AM
RIP—Carlo Ricca
RIP— Joseph Scandaglia

12:00 Noon
RIP— Luis Roldan
RIP— Ida Camiolo

TheNativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary—September 8

On this joyful feast, the Catholic
Church celebrates the birth of Mary,
theMother of Jesus. Her birth
prepared the way for Christ’s coming
and reminds us that God was lovingly
fulfilling His plan of salvation.

Mass Intentions for the Week of
August 7-13, 2026 -

S/I Special Intentions
RIP - Rest in Peace, All

intentions will include only the
first and last name of the

person for whom the Mass is
being offered.

Mass Intentions
September 7–13, 2026

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
8:00 AM
S/I — Hrehaan George
S/I — Lise Belizaire

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER8
8:00 AM
Lauri Hernandez and Children
S/I — Jenny Jean Hilaire

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER9
8:00 AM
S/I — Cloe Joseph
S/I — 42nd Generations Abraham& Matthew

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
8:00 AM
RIP—Carlos Ricca
S/I — 42nd Generations Abraham&Matthew

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
8:00 AM
S/I —Mason Stamps
S/I — Grace Pierre

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
8:00 AM
RIP— Sonny Albance
S/I — ThanksgivingMass for the Vinod Family

4:00 PM
RIP— Thomas Taity
S/I — Luba & GaryWagner

6:00 PM
RIP— Yolanda Alba
RIP— Isidora Parra

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

7:45 AM

Tuesday, September 8—The

Nativity of the Blessed VirginMary

Wednesday, September 9—Saint

Peter Claver, Priest

th nt thCCCaaattttttthhhhhhhooollliiiccc SSSaaaiiinnnnnnnttttttt ooofff ttttttthhhhhhheee WWWeeeeeekkk
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GOSPELGOSPEL

HE

HEMOSTTWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Reading 1
Ezekiel 33:7-9

Thus says the LORD:
You, son of man, I have appointed
watchman for the house of Israel;
when you hear me say anything, you
shall warn them for me.
If I tell the wicked, "O wicked one,
you shall surely die, and you do not
speak out to dissuade the wicked
from his way,the wicked shall die for
his guilt, but I will hold you
responsible for his death. But if you
warn the wicked, trying to turn him
from his way, and he refuses to turn
from his way, he shall die for his
guilt, but you shall save yourself.

RESPONSORIALPSALM
PSALM95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9

R. (8) IF TODAYYOUHEARHIS
VOICE, HARDENNOTYOUR
HEARTS.

Reading 2
Romans 13:8-10

Brothers and sisters:
Owe nothing to anyone, except to love
one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law.
The commandments, "You shall not
commit adultery; you shall not kill; you
shall not steal; you shall not covet, "
and whatever other commandment
theremay be,are summed up in this
saying, namely,"You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." Love does no
evil to the neighbor;hence, love is the
fulfillment of the law.

Gospel
Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said to his disciples:
"If your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have won over
your brother. If he does not listen,
take one or two others along with you,
so that 'every fact may be established
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.'
If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.
If he refuses to listen even to the church,
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax
collector. Amen, I say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you,
if two of you agree on earth about anything for
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to
them bymy heavenly Father. For where two or
three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in themidst of them."

PENTECOSTSUNDAY

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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MARIAMATIG-AW to become Catholic, as well as baptized Catholics who have not
c on (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confirmation) to
re tion of Adults (OCIA) program

To register
for CCD and
OCIA please
scan here

BLUE

FINDINGGOD INTHEGENTLEWHISPER

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

Pueden inscribir a sus hijos para la catequesis y
Orden de iniciasion catolica para adultos ,

escaniando el codico aqui.SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER
1414

SEPTEMBER
14

CLASSES BEGINS

We invite all adults who wish
completed their Sa
egister for our Ord

Weekend Collectio
August 29-30

Total Collection

of Initiatio
stian Initiat

acraments
der of Chris

n
$ 1,378.00

$ 8,735.00
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Y
We warmly invite every member of our parish,
including all our communities and ministries, to join
us for a joyful afternoon of faith, family, and
fellowship!

Bring your lawn chairs and a big appetite!
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and cold sodas will be
available for free. Come enjoy great music, children’s
games, fellowship, and many wonderful surprises!
Bring your family and friends—everyone
is welcome!

D P S POOUU’’RREE IINNVVIITTEEDDDDD TTOO OOUURR PPPPPAARRIISSSSSHH PPPPPIICCNNIICC!!

h s s n r pp rt n ty r s t t t
n n n th r n r r h r n n
r n h r n t p y n r n s n
nj y t t th r

TThhhhiissss iissss aa wwoonnnnddeerrrrffuull ooppppppppoorrrrttttuunnnniittttyyyy ffoorrrr uussss ttttoo ggeetttt ttttoo
kknnnnooww oonnnnee aannnnootttthhhheerrrr aannnndd ffoorrrr oouurrrr cchhhhiillddrrrreennnn aannnndd
ggrrrraannnnddcchhhhiillddrrrreennnn ttttoo ppppllaayyyy,, mmaakkee nnnneeww ffrrrriieennnnddssss,, aannnndd
eennnnjjooyyyy ttttiimmee ttttooggeetttthhhheerrrr..

! The Knights of

Columbus Pancake

Breakfast! is back

September 6, 2026

Choir Meet every
Saturday at 9:00 A.M

EVERY FIRST
SUNDAY OF THE

MONTH
AFTER THE 7:45,
9:00 , 10:30 A.M.

MASSES

Sunday September 6, after the
7:45, 9:00, and 10:30 AMMasses and all Sundays afterwards

EVERY THURSDAY

THE DOORSWILL OPEN
AT 5:00P.M.

AND GAMEWILL START
AT 6:15 P.M.

EVERYONE IS
WELCOME
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WORLD�YOUTH�DAY�–�A�PASSIONATE�APPEALNEXT�YEAR�AUGUST�1-10,�FIVE�OF�OUR�YOUNG�PEOPLE,�JED,�MARIA,�EMILY,�KIMBERLY�AND�OBIE�WILL�JOIN�THE�HOLY�FATHER�POPE�LEO�XIV�AND�OTHER�YOUTHS�ALL�OVER�THE�WORLD�ON�A�PILGRIMAGE�TO�SEOUL,�SOUTH�KOREA�FOR�THE�WORLD�YOUTH�DAY.�THEY�GO�IN�THE�NAME�OF�OUR�PARISH,�AND�WE�ARE�EXCITED�TO�ALSO�HAVE�YOUNG�PEOPLE�WHO�ARE�READY�TO�MAKE�THIS�SPIRITUAL�JOURNEY.�THESE�ARE�STUDENTS�AND�WE�DO�NOT�WANT�TO�PLACE�THE�FINANCIAL�BURDEN�ON�THEIR�PARENTS.�WE�THEREFORE�HUMBLY�COUNT�ON�YOUR�GENEROSITY�TO�MAKE�THIS�PILGRIMAGE�SUCCESSFUL.�IT�COST�$5499�PER�PILGRIM.�THESE�FIVE�YOUTHS�FROM�OUR�PARISH�WILL�NEED�TO�PAY�A�TOTAL�OF�$27495.�OUR�INTENDING�PILGRIMS�WILL�BE�AT�THE�EXIT�DOORS�AT�THE�END�OF�THIS�MASS,�PLEASE�SUPPORT�THESE�OUR�YOUNG�MEN�AND�WOMEN�WITH�WHAT�YOU�HAVE.�YOU�CAN�ALSO�CALL�THE�OFFICE�TO�DONATE�TO�THIS�PILGRIMAGE.THANK�YOU!

MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!MSGR.�TOM’S�MUSINGS:�THE�BEAUTY�OF�THE�WEEK�WE�CALL�“HOLY”HOLY�WEEK�IS�THE�MOST�SACRED�TIME�OF�THE�CHRISTIAN�YEAR—A�TIME�THAT�INVITES�US�NOT�JUST�TO�REMEMBER,�BUT�TO�DEEPLY�REFLECT�ON�THE�MYSTERY�OF�CHRIST’S�LOVE.�A�LOT�OF�PEOPLE�MISTAKENLY�REFER�TO�THIS�WEEK�AS�EASTER�WEEK.�NO,�THAT�REALLY�BEGINS�ON�EASTER�SUNDAY�AND�RUNS�THROUGH�THE�FOLLOWING�WEEKEND,�CULMINATING�WITH�THE�GREAT�EASTER�FEAST�OF�DIVINE�MERCY�SUNDAY.�HOLY�WEEK�BEGINS�WITH�PALM�SUNDAY,�WHERE�WE�WALK�WITH�JESUS�INTO�JERUSALEM.�THE�CHEERING�CROWDS�WELCOMED�HIM�WITH�PALMS�AND�SHOUTS�OF�“HOSANNA!”,�YET�WE�KNOW�HOW�QUICKLY�THOSE�SAME�VOICES�TURNED�ON�HIM�BY�FRIDAY.�SO,�HOLY�WEEK�INVITES�US�TO�REFLECT�HONESTLY:�IS�MY�FAITH�STEADY,�OR�DOES�IT�WAVER�WHEN�FOLLOWING�CHRIST�BECOMES�DIFFICULT?AS�THE�WEEK�UNFOLDS,�WE�MOVE�INTO�HOLY�THURSDAY,�WHERE�JESUS�GIVES�US�THE�TWOFOLD�GIFT�OF�THE�EUCHARIST�AND�THE�PRIESTHOOD�(HOLY�ORDERS)�AS�EXAMPLES�OF�HUMBLE�SERVICE.�A�WELL-RECEIVED�OPTION�OF�WASHING�THE�FEET�OF�SEVERAL�REPRESENTATIVES�TIES�IN�WITH�THE�BIBLICAL�RITUAL�OF�THE�WASHING�OF�THE�FEET�OF�THE�DISCIPLES.�HERE�LOVE�IS�EXPRESSED�NOT�IN�WORDS�ALONE,�BUT�IN�SELF-GIVING�ACTION.�WE�ARE�REMINDED�THAT�TO�FOLLOW�CHRIST�MEANS�TO�SERVE—TO�BOW�IN�HUMBLE�SERVICE�BEFORE�OTHERS,�ESPECIALLY�IN�THEIR�NEED.THEN�COMES�GOOD�FRIDAY,�THE�DAY�OF�THE�CROSS.�IT�IS�A�SOLEMN�AND�SOBERING�MOMENT.�WE�RECALL�THE�FEW�FAITHFUL�WHO�STOOD�AT�CALVARY�AND�WITNESSED�THE�SUFFERING,�BETRAYAL,�AND�DEATH�OF�OUR�LORD�AND�SAVIOR.�YET�THIS�IS�NOT�MEANINGLESS�SUFFERING—IT�IS�SACRIFICIAL�LOVE.�THE�DREADED�CROSS�REVEALS�THE�DEPTH�OF�GOD’S�MERCY,�A�LOVE�WILLING�TO�ENDURE�EVERYTHING�TO�ITS�FINALITY�IN�ORDER�TO�REDEEM�US.�ON�THIS�DAY,�WE�ARE�INVITED�NOT�TO�LOOK�AWAY�FROM�SUFFERING,�BUT�TO�SEE�IN�IT�THE�PRESENCE�OF�A�GOD�WHO�SAVES.�IT�IS�A�SOMBER�DAY,�MARKED�BY�FASTING�AND�ABSTINENCE.HOLY�WEEK�REACHES�ITS�FULFILLMENT�IN�EASTER,�MARKING�THE�TRIUMPH�OF�LIFE�OVER�DEATH.�IT�BEGINS�WITH�THE�EASTER�VIGIL�ON�HOLY�SATURDAY�EVENING,�WHEN�NEW�MEMBERS�ARE�WELCOMED�INTO�THE�FULLNESS�OF�THE�CATHOLIC�FAITH.�IT�IS�THE�“FEAST�OF�LIGHT”,�MARKING�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THE�CELEBRATION�OF�CHRIST’S�RESURRECTION’.�FOR�ME,�IT’S�THE�MOST�BEAUTIFUL�RITUAL�IN�THE�CHURCH’S�LITURGICAL�YEAR.�WITH�THE�SINGING�OF�THE�GREAT�“ALLELUIA!,”�THE�SILENCE�OF�THE�TOMB�IS�BROKEN�AND�HOPE�IS�RESTORED.�THE�RESURRECTION�TELLS�US�THAT�NO�DARKNESS�IS�FINAL,�NO�SIN�IS�BEYOND�FORGIVENESS,�NO�GRAVE�IS�THE�END�OF�THE�STORY.�BUT�HOLY�WEEK�SHOULD�BE�FOR�US�MORE�THAN�A�SEQUENCE�OF�EVENTS—IT�IS�A�PATH�WE�ARE�CALLED�TO�WALK�PERSONALLY.�IT�ASKS�US�TO�ENTER�INTO�HUMILITY�ON�PALM�SUNDAY,�TO�SERVE�WITH�LOVE�ON�HOLY�THURSDAY,�TO�TRUST�IN�THE�MIDST�OF�SUFFERING�ON�GOOD�FRIDAY,�AND�TO�REJOICE�IN�NEW�LIFE�AT�EASTER.�IT�CHALLENGES�US�TO�LET�GO�OF�OUR�SUPERFICIAL�FAITH�AND�TO�EMBRACE�A�DEEPER�DISCIPLESHIP—ONE�THAT�FOLLOWS�CHRIST�NOT�ONLY�IN�MOMENTS�OF�GLORY,�BUT�ALSO�THROUGH�SACRIFICE�AND�SURRENDER.�PERHAPS�MOST�IMPORTANTLY,�HOLY�WEEK�REMINDS�US�THAT�GOD’S�LOVE�IS�NOT�ABSTRACT.�IT�IS�LIVED�OUT—IN�BETRAYAL�AND�FORGIVENESS,�IN�SUFFERING�AND�REDEMPTION,�IN�DEATH�AND�RESURRECTION.AS�WE�JOURNEY�THROUGH�THESE�SACRED�DAYS,�LET’S�NOT�REMAIN�JUST�SPECTATORS.�INSTEAD,�LET’S�PLACE�OURSELVES�WITHIN�THE�STORY.�LET’S�BRING�OUR�OWN�BURDENS,�OUR�OWN�SINS,�OUR�OWN�HOPES—AND�ALLOW�CHRIST�TO�TRANSFORM�THEM.�FOR�IN�THE�END,�HOLY�WEEK�ISN’T�ONLY�ABOUT�WHAT�HAPPENED�TO�JESUS;�IT’S�ABOUT�WHAT�CAN�HAPPEN�WITHIN�US�AS�WE�DIE�TO�SIN�AND�RISE�TO�NEW�LIFE,�EMBRACING�A�DEEPER�UNION�WITH�THE�ONE�WHO�GAVE�HIS�ALL�FOR�US!�ENJOY�A�BEAUTIFUL�HOLY�WEEK!

Msgr.�Tom’s�musings:

Notre�Dame�&�the�French�Revolution

During�this�month�of�September,�our�Holy�Father,�Pope�Leo�XIV,�will�be�making�his�first�official�visit�as�pope�to

France.�He�will� visit� three�cities�with�special� religious�significance:�Lourdes,�with� its�holy�and�beautiful�Marian

grotto,�Metz,�with�the�Cathedral�of�St.�Stephen�and�its�exquisite�stained�glass,�and�Paris,� including�the�famous

Notre�Dame�Cathedral.� This� last� stop� is� at� one�of� France’s�most� powerful� religious,� architectural� and� cultural

gems.�We�remember�televised�images�of�Notre�Dame�aflame�in�mid-April�2019.�It�evoked�questions�about�how

the� city� and� the� cathedral� could� ever�move� forward.� Yet,� that� fire� isn’t� the� first� time� the� cathedral� has� faced

possible�destruction.

During�the�French�Revolution�in�the�1790s,�angry�mobs�and�revolutionaries�looted�the�beautiful�Gothic�church—

and� even� declared� that� it� wasn’t� a� church� at� all—during� a� bloody� push� to� remove� France’s� close� ties� to� the

Catholic�Church.�Many� images� affixed� to� the� church� facade�were� publicly� decapitated� the� same� year� as�was

their�king�and�his�Austrian-born�Queen�Marie�Antoinette.

Up� to� the� storming�of� the�Bastille� by� the� revolutionaries� in�Paris� in� 1789,� the�Church�wielded�great� power� in

France.�The�vast�majority�of�French�people�were�Catholic,�Catholicism�was� the�state� religion,�and� the�Church

was�intimately�tied�in�with�the�French�nobility.�But�a�growing�number�of�French�people�had�tired�of�the�Church’s

influence�and�association�with�royal�power,

As� the�monarchy� fell,� a� small� group�of� radicals,�who�had�been� influenced�by�Enlightenment-era�philosophies,

saw� their� chance� to� strip� the�Church�of�much�of� its� authority.� They�embarked�on� a�devastating� anti-Catholic

campaign,� confiscating� Church� property,� trying� to� get� all� clergy� to� swear� their� loyalty� to� the� new� state,� and

removing�the�Church’s�control�over�administrative�records�it�had�held�for�so�long.

As� the� Revolution� gained� steam,� so� did� its� attempts� to� strip� the� Catholic� Church� of� its� role� in� French� life.

Parisians�arrested,� jailed�and�executed�priests�and�religious�women�during�the�September�Massacres�of�1792,

and�the�Reign�of�Terror�that�followed.�In�1793,�the�new�government�announced�that�public�worship�was�illegal,

so�people�rushed�into�churches,�stripping�them�of�religious�symbols.

Notre� Dame� had� long� been� a� symbol� of� the� monarchy,� too,� and� its� west� facade� featured� 28� statues� that

portrayed�the�biblical�Kings�of�Judah.�In�the�fall�of�1793,�the�new�government�ordered�workers�to�remove�them.

Though�they�didn’t�portray�French�kings,�that�didn’t�matter.�The�500-year-old�statues�combined�monarchy�and

religion,�so�they�were�decapitated.�Twenty-one�of�the�heads�were�only�recovered�in�1977,�when�workers�found

them�behind�a�wall�of�an�old�Parisian�mansion.

That�wasn’t�the�end�of�turmoil�involving�the�cathedral.�In�November�1793,�it�became�the�site�of�a�revolutionary

and� anti-religious� festival� that� both� mocked� Catholicism� and� suggested� that� French� people� should� worship

Enlightenment�principles�instead.

After�the�cathedral�was�plundered,�it�became�the�stage�for�pagan-styled�events,�including�a�seductively�dressed

actress�portraying�the�Goddess�of�Reason�lying�on�the�main�altar.�The�venerable�cathedral�became�the�Temple

of�Reason,�and�almost�everything�inside�was�looted.

Eventually,�dechristianization�efforts�extended� throughout�all�France,� instituting�a�new,�atheist� state� “religion”

devoted�to�revolution.

Despite� all� those� attempts� to� stamp� out� Catholicism� for� good,� many� French� people� stuck� to� their� religious

beliefs.� Many� faithful� parents� refused� to� send� their� children� to� be� instructed� in� the� new� civic� religion,� and

attendance� for� civil� events� and� government� festivals� was� chronically� low.� Catholicism� proved� to� be� the

stabilizing�element�that�many�segments�of�society�could�cling�to�amidst�the�storm�of�upheaval�and�change�that

was�the�French�Revolution.”
N.B.�Due�to�space�limitations�for�diocesan�purposes,�Musings�will�not�appear�for�the�next�4�weeks.
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FROMTHEDESKOFDEACONDONY | DIRECTOROF EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIPINSPIRINGHEARTS TOENCOUNTERCHRISTANDLIVEASHIS DISCIPLES.

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

INVITAMOS CORDIALMENTE A TODOS LOSMIEMBROS DE NUESTRA PARROQUIA,
INCLUYENDOATODASNUESTRASCOMUNIDADESYMINISTERIOS, A
COMPARTIR UNATARDE LLENADE FE, ALEGRÍA, UNIÓN FAMILIARY

FRATERNIDAD.
ESTA SERÁ UNAMARAVILLOSAOPORTUNIDAD PARA CONOCERNOSMEJOR Y
PARAQUE HAGANNUEVAS AMISTADES Y

DISFRUTEN JUNTOS.
¡TRAIGANSUS SILLASDEPASADIA YMUCHOAPETITO! TENDREMOS

HAMBURGUESAS, PERROS CALIENTES Y REFRESCOS FRÍOS GRATIS. DISFRUTEN
DE UE ÚSI JUEGOS PARA LOS NIÑOS, CONVIVENCIA YMUCHAS

SORPRESAS.

SNNUUEESSSTTRROOSSHHIIJJOOSSYYNNIIEETTOOSS JJUUEEGGUUEENN,,

BBUUUUUUEEEEEENNAAMMÚÚÚÚÚÚSSSSSSIIIIIICCAA,,

¡¡IINNVVIITTEENNAASSUUSS FFAAMMIILLIIAARREESSYYAAMMIIGGOOSS!! ¡¡TTOODDOOSSSSOONNBBIIEENNVVEENNIIDDOOSS!!

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 2-5PM

! ESTAS
INVITADOS A

NUESTRO PICNIC
PARROQUIAL!

!!!! EEEESSSSTTTTAAAASSSS! ESTAS
IIIINNNNVVVVIIIITTTTAAAADDDDOOOOSSSS AAAAINVITADOS A

NNNNUUUUEEEESSSSTTTTRRRROOOO PPPPIIIICCCCNNNNIIIICCCCNUESTRO PICNIC
PPPPAAAARRRRRRRROOOOQQQQUUUUIIIIAAAALLLL!!!!PARROQUIAL!
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E:

ACT OF CONTRITION
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart, in choosing to do wrong and failing to
do good. I have sinned against you, whom I should love above all things, I firmly intend,

with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our
Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. in His name, my God, have mercy.

ALLALLEGATIONS SHOULDNOWBEMADEDIRECTLY TOOURDIOCESANREPORTING LINEAT 1-833-710-0909. THIS IS AN INDEPENDENT, CONFIDENTIAL, 3RDPARTY LINE THAT IS AVAILABLE 24HOURSADAY, 7 DAYSAWEEK.
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ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH

WEEKENDCOLLECTION REPORT

WEEKENDOF AUGUST 29-30, 2026

1st Collection: $ 8,481.00

2nd Collection $ 3,977.00

The 2 Collection for September 13nd

is for Respect Life/Migrants

MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!
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COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS!

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTISTBOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY INSPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACESINVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTSFOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

6736 Forest Hill Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33413
LEARN MORE

561-964-5200

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

LEARN MORE
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