
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAYVIGIL
4:00 PM—ENGLISH
6:00 PM—SPANISH
SUNDAY
7:45 AM • 9:00 AM • 10:30 AM • 12:00 PM
WEEKDAYMASSES
MONDAY–SATURDAY
8:00 AM
ADORATION / ADORACIÓN
FIRST FRIDAY— ENGLISH
8:00 AMMASS, FOLLOWED BY ADORATION
PRIMER VIERNES— ESPAÑOL
6:00 PM ADORACIÓN
7:00 PM SANTAMISA
DAILY ADORATION / ADORACIÓN
DIARIA
IN THE CHAPEL / EN LA CAPILLA
MONDAY–FRIDAY
8:00 AM–6:00 PM
SATURDAY
8:00 AM–12:00 NOON
ROSARY
MONDAY–FRIDAY
AFTER THE 8:00 AMDAILYMASS
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY
3:00–3:50PM
ORBYAPPOINTMENT
CONTACT US
ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH
6090 HYPOLUXO ROAD
LAKEWORTH, FLORIDA 33463
PARISHOFFICE: (561) 966-8878
WWW.SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY–FRIDAY
8:00 AM–12:00 PM
1:00 PM–4:00 PM

ST. MATTHEW
CATHOLIC CHURCHSeptember 27th, 2026

OURCLERGY

REV. LEONARD DIM
PASTOR

REV. VALENTINE UMOH

PAROCHIAL VICAR
MSGR. THOMAS SKINDELESKI

DEACON ANDY PLUCINSKI
DEACON GEORGE WHITE
DEACON DONY ANTONY
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Every other Thursday 6:45 P.M.-8:00 P.M

OP.
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Celebration Date

St. Wenceslaus,
Martyr / St.

Mon., Sept. 28

Sts. Michael,
Gabriel &

Tues., Sept. 29

St. Jerome, Priest
& Doctor of the

Wed., Sept. 30

St. Thérèse of the
Child Jesus (St.

Thurs., Oct. 1

The Holy
Guardian Angels

Fri., Oct. 2

Mass Intentions for the Week of
September 28- Oct. 4, 2026

S/I Special Intentions
RIP - Rest in Peace, All

intentions will include only the
first and last name of the

person for whom the Mass is
being offered.

Mass Intentions
September 28- Oct. 4, 2026

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
8:00 AM
S/I BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
RIP/ MARIDA SALAZAR

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
8:00 AM
RIP/ PATRICIA MC NULTY
RIP/ GUISELA MENENDEZ

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
8:00 AM
RIP/ ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY

JOHNSON FAMILY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
8:00 AM
RIP/ GEORGE HARDING
RIP/ MEMBERS OF THE DOMINICAN ORDER

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
8:00 AM
S/I FOR THE BONNET FAMILY IN
THANKS
RIP/ RICARDOMEJIA
7:00 PM
RIP/ JOSE LOPEZ
S/I HIJOS Y NIETOS DE AIDA LOPEZ

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
8:00 AM
S/I FOR THE VINOD FAMILY
RIP/ BERNIE & LYNN ROCK

4:00 PM
RIP/ JOSEPH DIAZ
RIP/ PETE MC MANUS

6:00 PM
S/I RETINO BENITEZ
S/I DANTE ARRAYA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:45 AM
RIP/ ALL SOUL IN PURGATORY
S/I DIANE SANTORO

9:00 AM
RIP/ MATTHEW VIERA
RIP/ THERESA ANDERSON

10:30 AM
RIP/ MONSERRATE OSORIO
RIP/ JILL NICOLOSI

12:00 Noon
RIP/ ALL DECEASED MEMBER OF THE DOMINICAN
ORDER
RIP/ NICK SUHYDA

Catholic Saint of the Week
of September 28 - Oct 4 2026
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GOSPELGOSPEL

HE

HEMOST

Reading 1

Ezekiel 18:25-28

Thus says the LORD:
You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!"
Hear now, house of Israel:
Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are
not your ways unfair?
When someone virtuous turns away
from virtue to commit iniquity, and dies,
it is because of the iniquity he committed
that hemust die.
But if he turns from the wickedness he
has committed, and does what is right
and just, he shall preserve his life;
since he has turned away from all the
sins that he has committed,
he shall surely live, he shall not die.

RESPONSORIALPSALM

REMEMBERYOURMERCIES,O
LORD.

Have in you the same attitude
that is also in Christ Jesus, Who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God something to be grasped. Rather, he
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
coming in human likeness; and found human in
appearance, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Because of this, God
greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the
namewhich is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bend,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord,to the glory of God the
Father.

READINGS 2

Philippians 2:1-11
Brothers and sisters:
If there is any encouragement in Christ,
any solace in love,
any participation in the Spirit,
any compassion andmercy,
complete my joy by being of the same
mind, with the same love,
united in heart, thinking one thing.
Do nothing out of selfishness or out of
vainglory; rather, humbly regard others
as more important than yourselves,
each looking out not for his own
interests, but also for those of others.

Gospel

Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the
people: "What is your opinion?
Aman had two sons. He came to the first and
said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard
today.'He said in reply, 'I will not,'
but afterwards changed his mind and went.
Theman came to the other son and gave the
same order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, 'but did not
go.Which of the two did his father's will?"
They answered, "The first."
Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you,
tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the kingdom of God before you.
When John came to you in the way of
righteousness, you did not believe him;
but tax collectors and prostitutes did.
Yet even when you saw that, you did not later
change your minds and believe him."

PENTECOSTSUNDAY

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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ACT OF CONTRITION
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart, in choosing to do wrong and failing to
do good. I have sinned against you, whom I should love above all things, I firmly intend,

with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our
Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. in His name, my God, have mercy.
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75" TV Valued at $617.00
HP Chrome Book $249.00
Beats Solo Bud $ 69.00
Echo Spot $109.00
Black Sony Headphones $479.00
Beige Sony Headphones $179.00
Lenovo Tab One $129.00
Ninja Blender $169.00
Nintendo Switch $229.00

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6



MARIA�MATIG-A

BLUE

FINDING�GOD�IN�THE�GENTLE�WHISPER
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Ministerios Hispanos
OCIA: Natalia Brugal Jueves 7:00 P.M.
Liturgia de la Horas: Dr. Felix Rodriguez Marte 6:00 P.M.
Grupo de Oracion: Feliciano Figueroa Miercoles 7:00 P.M.
Orando por nuestros hijos: Alejandra Hill Tercer Miercoles del Mes 7:00 P.M.
Legion de Maria: Dania Fernandez Jueves 7:00 P.M.
Entrelazados: (ministerio de pareja) Ivan & Alejandra Munoz Martin

ultimo martes del mes en el Parish Hall
Ministerio de Musica: Alex & Nora Tacoa
Devocion al Sagrado Corazon : Belen Mendieta
Caliz de Vocaciones: Elizabeth Soto
Cofradia de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe: Alejandra Gil
Cofradia de la Virgen de la Providencia : Aida Lopez
Enlaces Parroquiales: Luis Perez y Manuel
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IRISH
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YOURPARAGRAPHTEXTYOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

FROMTHEDESKOFDEACONDONY | DIRECTOROF EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIPINSPIRINGHEARTS TOENCOUNTERCHRISTANDLIVEASHIS DISCIPLES.

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

Diciembre Once, 2026
Misa 6:00 P.M.

Las Mananitas , Diciembre 12, 5: 00
A.M

Nuestra Senora de la
Providencia

November 21, 2026
6:00 P.M. - 10:00 P.M.

Misa/ Recepcion

Nueeu ssee trrt aarr Senne oonn rroo aarr deedNNNuuueeueeeuuuuuueeueu ssssseeeeeeeessesee tttrtrrrrrttttttrrtrt aarraaarrrrrrrraararr SSSeeenennennneeeeeennene oonnooonn roonnnnnnoononn rrrrroooooooorroroo aarraaarrrrrrrraararr dddeedeeeddddddedNNNNNNNuuuuuuueeueeuuuueeeueeeeeueuueuueueeeueuuuuuuueeueuu sseesseeeeessseessssseeseeseeeseseeeeeeeessesee tttttttrttrrtrrttttrrrtrrrrttttttttrrtrtt aarraarrrrraaarraaaaarrarrarrrrrrrrraararr SSSSSSSeeeeeeeneennenneeeennnennnneeneeeeeeeennenee oonnoonnnnnooonnooooonnonnonnn roonnnnnnoononn rrrrrrrrrroooooooorroroo aarraarrrrraaarraaaaarrarrarrrrrrrrraararr dddddddeedeeddddeeedeeeeededdeddedeeededddddddeededd
GuuG aauu ddaa aadd llaa uull ppuu eeppGGGuGuuGuuuGGGGGGuuGuG aauuaaauuuuuuuuaauauu ddaadddaaaaaaaaddadaa aaddaaadd laaddddddaadadd llaalllaa ullaaaaaallalaa uulluuulllllllluulull ppuupppuu eppuppupuu eeppeeeppppppppeepeppGGGGGGGuGGuuGuuGGGGuuuGuuuuuGuGGuGGGGGGGGuuGuGG aauuaauuuuuaaauuaaaaauuauuauuuuuuuuuaauauu ddaaddaaaaadddaadddddaadaadaaaaaaaaaddadaa aaddaadddddaaaddaaaaaddaddaddd laaddddddaadadd llaallaaaaalllaalllllaalaalaaa ullaaaaaallalaa uulluullllluuulluuuuullullullllllllluulull ppuuppuuuuupppuupppppuupuupuuupupppupuu eppuuuuuuuuuuppupuu eeppeepppppeeeppeeeeeppeppepppepeeepeppppppppeepepp

Nuestra Senora de
Guadalupe

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com11



NAPARROQUIAVIVA: NUESTRA FEPUESTAENACCIÓN

FORMORE INFORMATION ON THIS
EVENT PLEASE CONTACT MR. PAUL

TURNER.
ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH GRAND

KNIGHT.
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Weekend Collection
September 19-20, 2026

WITHGRATEFUL HEARTS,WE CONTINUE BUILDING GOD’S
HOUSE

Thank You for Helping Us
Continue theMission of

Christ

Every Gift Is
a Blessing.
Every

Contribution
Builds Our
Future.

With Grateful Hearts,
We Continue Building

God’s House

WEEKENDOF SEPTEMBER19-20, 2026

1st Collection: $9,371.30

2nd Collection $3,329.00

The 2 Collection for September 27thnd

Mortgage Reduction.

WORLDWORLDWWWOOORRRLLLDDD
YOUTH DAYYOUTH DAYYYYOOOUUUTTTHHH DDDAAAYYY

WORLD
YOUTH DAY

GRATEFUL FORYOURGENEROSITY,
UNITED INGOD’SMISSION

S A I N T M A T T H E W C A T H O L I C C H U R C HS A I N T M A T T H E W C A T H O L I C C H U R C H
WEEKEND COLLECTIONWEEKEND COLLECTION

$ 298.00

EVERY DOLLAR IS A STEP CLOSER

TO WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027!

THANK YOU FOR BELIEVING IN OUR

YOUNG PILGRIMS AND SUPPORTING

THEIR JOURNEY OF FAITH.
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$106,482.58

MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOSTSACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLY SATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOSTSACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOSTSACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLY SATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFEAT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!

$26,517.42

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

Let’s Gather as a Parish Family!
Finishing What Faith Began

Join fellow parishioners for fellowship,
refreshments, and conversation about
the future of St. Matthew as we work
together to retire our parish debt.
Bring your questions, share your

thoughts, and help us move forward in
faith as a parish community.

Choose the gathering that works best
for you:

Monday, October 12, at 7:00 p.m. —
Desserts and refreshments

Wednesday, October 21, at 1:00 p.m.
— Light lunch

Please RSVP today using the QR code
or the link in your parish email

invitation.
We look forward to gathering with you!
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COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS!

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTISTBOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY INSPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACESINVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTSFOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

6736 Forest Hill Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33413
LEARN MORE

561-964-5200

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

LEARN MORE
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