
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAYVIGIL
4:00 PM—ENGLISH
6:00 PM—SPANISH
SUNDAY
7:45 AM • 9:00 AM • 10:30 AM • 12:00 PM
WEEKDAYMASSES
MONDAY–SATURDAY
8:00 AM
ADORATION / ADORACIÓN
FIRST FRIDAY— ENGLISH
8:00 AMMASS, FOLLOWED BY ADORATION
PRIMER VIERNES— ESPAÑOL
6:00 PM ADORACIÓN
7:00 PM SANTAMISA
DAILY ADORATION / ADORACIÓN DIARIA
IN THE CHAPEL / EN LA CAPILLA
MONDAY–FRIDAY
8:00 AM–6:00 PM
SATURDAY
8:00 AM–12:00 NOON
OSARY

MONDAY–FRIDAY
AFTER THE 8:00 AMDAILYMASS
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAY
3:00–3:50PM
ORBYAPPOINTMENT
CONTACT US
ST. MATTHEWCATHOLIC CHURCH
6090 HYPOLUXO ROAD
LAKEWORTH, FLORIDA 33463
PARISHOFFICE: (561) 966-8878
WWW.SAINTMATTHEWCHURCH.ORG

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY–FRIDAY
8:00 AM–12:00 PM
1:00 PM–4:00 PM

ST. MATTHEW
CATHOLIC CHURCHOctober 4, 2026

OURCLERGY

REV. LEONARD DIM
PASTOR

REV. VALENTINE UMOH

PAROCHIAL VICAR
MSGR. THOMAS SKINDELESKI

DEACON ANDY PLUCINSKI
DEACON GEORGE WHITE
DEACON DONY ANTONY

WelcomeWelcome
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Mass Intentions for the Week of
Oct. 5- 11, 2026

S/I Special Intentions
RIP - Rest in Peace, All

intentions will include only the
first and last name of the

person for whom the Mass is
being offered.

Mass Intentions
October 5-12, 2026

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
8:00 AM
S/I CHEVARA JOSEPH
RIP/ ROSAURO VELASQUEZ

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
8:00 AM
RIP/ ROMUTO SANTUYO
RIP/ WILFREDO ACUNA

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
8:00 AM
RIP/ JOSEPH SANTORO
RIP/ BARBARA DIGIOVANNI

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
8:00 AM
S/I JORGE DELGADO
S/I LOREN CRISTIAN

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
8:00 AM
S/I SAJI THOMAS
RIP/ SONIA CORDERO

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00 AM
RIP/ PIERRE GASPARD
RIP/ PETE MC MANUS

4:00 PM
RIP/ CHARLES MACUR
RIP/ MARIELA SALAZAR
RIP/ ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY

6:00 PM
RIP/ YOLANDA ALVA
RIP/ ISODORA PARRA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
7:45 AM
RIP/ FABIAN SUKOWSKI
RIP/ DONALD CATALDO

9:00 AM
RIP/ PETE MC MANUS
RIP/ CHIRO RUIZ

10:30 AM
S/I CARMEN CONTRERAS
RIP/ JOSEPH VIERA

12:00 Noon
S/I KATHLEEN LUNDY
RIP/ M. CLAIR DRUMM

Catholic Saint of the Week
of October 5-10, 2026

Monday, October 5—St. Faustina Kowalska,

Virgin—Optional Memorial; also Blessed Francis

Xavier Seelos, Priest in the U.S.

Tuesday, October 6— BlessedMarie Rose

Durocher, Virgin

Wednesday, October 7—Our Lady of the Rosary

Thursday, October 8—Weekday in Ordinary Time.

Friday, October 9—St. Denis, Bishop, and

Companions, Martyrs; St. John Leonardi, Priest;

and St. John Henry Newman, Priest

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
8:00 AM
RIP/ EMMA RUIZ
RIP/ PILAR AND TERESA VELASQUEZ

“BLESSEDARETHEYWHOMOURN, FORTHEYWILLBECOMFORTED.”—MATTHEW5:4

“WITHAGRATEFULHEART,WEGIVETHANKSTOGODFORHISABUNDANTBLESSINGSAND
ENTRUSTOURSPECIAL INTENTIONSTOHIS LOVINGCARE.”
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GOSPELGOSPEL

HE

HEMOST

Reading 1

Isaiah 5:1-7

Let me now sing of my friend,
my friend's song concerning his vineyard.
My friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of
stones, and planted the choicest vines;
within it he built a watchtower,
and hewed out a wine press.
Then he looked for the crop of grapes,
but what it yielded was wild grapes.
Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of
Judah, judge betweenme andmy vineyard:
What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I had not done?Why, when I looked for
the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild
grapes? Now, I will let you knowwhat I mean
to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge,
give it to grazing, break through its wall, let it
be trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin:
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
but overgrown with thorns and briers;
I will command the clouds not to send rain
upon it. The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is
the house of Israel, and the people of Judah
are his cherished plant; he looked for
judgment, but see, bloodshed! for justice,
but hark, the outcry!

RESPONSORIALPSALM
PSALM80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20

R. (Is 5:7a) The vineyard of the Lord is
the house of Israel.

Reading 2

Philippians 4:6-9

Brothers and sisters:
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
make your requests known to God.
Then the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding
will guard your hearts andminds in Christ
Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters,
whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.
Keep on doing what you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me.
Then the God of peace will be with you.

Gospel

Matthew 21:33-43

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the
people:
"Hear another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built
a tower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.
When vintage time drew near,
he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his
produce. But the tenants seized the servants and one
they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.
Again he sent other servants, more numerous than
the first ones, but they treated them in the sameway.
Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking,
'They will respect my son.'But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to one another,
'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his
inheritance.' They seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him.What will the owner of the
vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?" They
answered him, "He will put those wretchedmen to a
wretched death and lease his vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the proper
times." Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the
Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this
been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes?
Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people that will
produce its fruit."

Saturday, October 10th

10: 00 A.M. in front of
the Blessed Mother

Grotto

PENTECOSTSUNDAY

TWENTY-SEVEN SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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ACT OF CONTRITION
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart, in choosing to do wrong and failing to
do good. I have sinned against you, whom I should love above all things, I firmly intend,

with your help, to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our
Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. in His name, my God, have mercy.

For children to color
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75" TV Valued at $617.00
HP Chrome Book $249.00
Beats Solo Bud $ 69.00
Echo Spot $109.00
Black Sony Headphones $479.00
Beige Sony Headphones $179.00
Lenovo Tab One $129.00
Ninja Blender $169.00
Nintendo Switch $229.00
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MARIA�MATIG-A

BLUE

FINDING�GOD�IN�THE�GENTLE�WHISPER
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SEPI�–�Strengthening�Hispanic�Ministry�in�Our�Catholic�Church
The�Southeast�Pastoral�Institute�(SEPI)�serves�the�Catholic�Church�by�promoting�the�full
participation�and�integration�of�Hispanic�and�Latino�Catholics�in�the�life�and�mission�of
the�Church�and�society.
This�year,�Bishop�Manuel�Rodríguez�joined�representatives�from�the�Office�of�Hispanic
Ministry�of�the�Diocese�of�Palm�Beach�at�the�SEPI�gathering.�The�conference�focused
on�important�areas�of�pastoral�ministry,�including�support�for�migrants,�catechesis�and
evangelization�for�families,�youth�and�young�adults,�leadership�formation,�and
synodality.
We�are�especially�grateful�that�Marisol�Rodríguez�from�St.�Matthew�Catholic�Church�was
among�those�who�participated�in�this�important�gathering.�She�returned�with�valuable
information,�resources,�and�new�ideas�that�can�help�strengthen�and�support�our
community�here�at�St.�Matthew.
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“CELEBRATINGTHE JOYOFCHRIST THROUGHFAITH, FAMILY, LOVE, ANDGIVING.”

NAPARROQUIAVIVA: NUESTRA FEPUESTAENACCIÓN

MSGR. TOMGETS A BIG
CHEER FROMTHE GIRLS—

AND
FR. VALENTINE CAN’T

BELIEVE IT!WHAT A JOYFUL
MOMENT!

Photo from our parish picnic
2027
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YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

El sábado 26 de septiembre de 2026, más de 150mujeres de nuestra comunidad hispana se
reunieron para vivir un hermoso retiro de oración, fraternidad y renovación espiritual. Con el
corazón abierto a la gracia de Dios, se congregaron como hermanas en Cristo con unmismo
propósito: acercarsemás a Jesús y permitirle transformar sus corazones.
Durante el día hubo alegría, cantos, risas, momentos de reflexión y la oportunidad de compartir
alrededor de la mesa. Las participantes se escucharon, se animaron y se consolaron unas a
otras, compartiendo sus experiencias y descubriendo nuevasmaneras de poner a Cristo en el
centro de sus vidas. Fue un hermoso recordatorio de que, cuando permitimos que Jesús habite
verdaderamente en nuestro corazón, Él nos fortalece para ser mejores esposas, madres, hijas,
hermanas, amigas ymiembros fieles de su Iglesia.
El amor de Dios también se hizo visible demanera especial a través de quienes sirvieron. El
equipo del retiro ofreció generosamente su tiempo, sus talentos y, sobre todo, su corazón,
procurando que cada participante se sintiera acogida y amada como una verdadera hermana
en Cristo.
Nuestro agradecimiento también se extiende a los hombres de nuestra comunidad hispana,
quienes dedicaronmuchas horas a servir a las mujeres durante este retiro. Su presencia,
entrega y servicio desinteresado fueron un hermoso testimonio de caridad cristiana: servir sin
buscar reconocimiento, simplemente por amor a Dios y al prójimo.
Este retiro fuemuchomás que un encuentro; fue una expresión visible de una Iglesia viva: una
comunidad que ora unida, sirve unida, se sostienemutuamente y crece unida en Cristo.
Jesús nos confía a todos unamisión: «Vayan, pues, y hagan discípulos a todas las naciones»
(Mateo 28,19). Esa misión comienza en nuestro propio corazón y continúa en nuestros hogares,
nuestras familias, nuestras amistades, nuestra parroquia y nuestra comunidad.
Que las gracias recibidas durante este retiro continúen dando abundantes frutos y que cada
mujer que participó lleve consigo la luz, la alegría y el amor de Cristo, compartiéndolos con
todos aquellos que encuentre en su camino.
Cuando Cristo transforma nuestro corazón, también transforma, a través de nosotros, la vida
de quienes nos rodean.
María Santísima nos acompañe siempre en nuestra misión de llevar a Cristo a los demás!

YOURPARAGRAPHTEXTYOURPARAGRAPHTEXT

FROMTHEDESKOFDEACONDONY | DIRECTOROF EVANGELIZATION&DISCIPLESHIPINSPIRINGHEARTS TOENCOUNTERCHRISTANDLIVEASHIS DISCIPLES.

Ret i ro de

Mujeres

2026
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Weekend Collection
September 2026

WITHGRATEFUL HEARTS,WE CONTINUE BUILDING GOD’S
HOUSE

Thank You for Helping Us
Continue theMission of

Christ

Every Gift Is
a Blessing.
Every

Contribution
Builds Our
Future.

With Grateful
Hearts, We
Continue

Building God’s
House

WEEKENDOF SEPTEMBER 26-27, 2026

1st Collection: $9,250.00

2nd Collection $4,471.00

The 2 Collection for October 4, 2026nd

WORLDWORLDWWWOOORRRLLLDDD
YOUTH DAYYOUTH DAYYYYOOOUUUTTTHHH DDDAAAYYY

WORLD
YOUTH DAY

GRATEFUL FORYOURGENEROSITY,
UNITED INGOD’SMISSION

S A I N T M A T T H E W C A T H O L I C C H U R C HS A I N T M A T T H E W C A T H O L I C C H U R C H
WEEKEND COLLECTIONWEEKEND COLLECTION

$ 587.00

EVERY DOLLAR IS A STEP CLOSER

TO WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027!

THANK YOU FOR BELIEVING IN OUR

YOUNG PILGRIMS AND SUPPORTING

THEIR JOURNEY OF FAITH.
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$108,425.67

MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!MSGR. TOM’SMUSINGS: THEBEAUTYOF THEWEEKWECALL “HOLY”HOLYWEEK IS THEMOST SACREDTIMEOF THECHRISTIANYEAR—ATIME THAT INVITESUSNOT JUST TOREMEMBER, BUT TODEEPLYREFLECTONTHEMYSTERYOFCHRIST’S LOVE. A LOTOFPEOPLEMISTAKENLYREFER TOTHISWEEKAS EASTERWEEK. NO, THATREALLYBEGINSONEASTERSUNDAYANDRUNSTHROUGHTHE FOLLOWINGWEEKEND, CULMINATINGWITHTHEGREAT EASTER FEASTOFDIVINEMERCYSUNDAY. HOLYWEEKBEGINSWITHPALMSUNDAY,WHEREWEWALKWITH JESUS INTO JERUSALEM. THECHEERINGCROWDSWELCOMEDHIMWITHPALMSANDSHOUTSOF “HOSANNA!”, YETWEKNOWHOWQUICKLY THOSE SAMEVOICES TURNEDONHIMBY FRIDAY. SO, HOLYWEEK INVITESUS TOREFLECTHONESTLY: ISMY FAITH STEADY, ORDOES ITWAVERWHENFOLLOWINGCHRIST BECOMESDIFFICULT?AS THEWEEKUNFOLDS,WEMOVE INTOHOLYTHURSDAY,WHERE JESUSGIVESUS THE TWOFOLDGIFTOF THE EUCHARISTANDTHEPRIESTHOOD (HOLYORDERS) AS EXAMPLESOFHUMBLE SERVICE. AWELL-RECEIVEDOPTIONOFWASHINGTHE FEETOF SEVERALREPRESENTATIVES TIES INWITHTHEBIBLICALRITUALOF THEWASHINGOF THE FEETOF THEDISCIPLES. HERE LOVE IS EXPRESSEDNOT INWORDSALONE, BUT IN SELF-GIVINGACTION.WEAREREMINDEDTHATTOFOLLOWCHRISTMEANSTOSERVE—TOBOW INHUMBLE SERVICE BEFOREOTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN THEIRNEED.THENCOMESGOODFRIDAY, THEDAYOF THECROSS. IT IS A SOLEMNANDSOBERINGMOMENT.WERECALL THE FEWFAITHFULWHOSTOODATCALVARYANDWITNESSEDTHE SUFFERING, BETRAYAL, ANDDEATHOFOUR LORDANDSAVIOR. YET THIS IS NOTMEANINGLESS SUFFERING—IT IS SACRIFICIAL LOVE. THEDREADEDCROSSREVEALS THEDEPTHOFGOD’SMERCY, A LOVEWILLINGTOENDURE EVERYTHINGTO ITS FINALITY INORDERTOREDEEMUS. ONTHIS DAY,WEARE INVITEDNOTTOLOOKAWAYFROMSUFFERING, BUT TOSEE IN IT THEPRESENCEOFAGODWHOSAVES. IT IS A SOMBERDAY, MARKEDBY FASTINGANDABSTINENCE.HOLYWEEKREACHES ITS FULFILLMENT IN EASTER, MARKINGTHE TRIUMPHOF LIFEOVERDEATH. IT BEGINSWITHTHE EASTERVIGIL ONHOLYSATURDAYEVENING,WHENNEWMEMBERSAREWELCOMED INTOTHE FULLNESSOF THECATHOLIC FAITH. IT IS THE “FEASTOF LIGHT”, MARKINGTHEBEGINNINGOF THECELEBRATIONOFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION’. FORME, IT’S THEMOSTBEAUTIFUL RITUAL IN THECHURCH’S LITURGICAL YEAR.WITH THE SINGINGOF THEGREAT “ALLELUIA!,” THE SILENCEOF THE TOMB IS BROKENANDHOPE IS RESTORED. THERESURRECTIONTELLSUS THATNODARKNESS IS FINAL, NOSIN IS BEYONDFORGIVENESS, NOGRAVE IS THE ENDOF THE STORY. BUTHOLYWEEKSHOULDBE FORUSMORETHANASEQUENCEOF EVENTS—IT IS APATHWEARECALLEDTOWALKPERSONALLY. IT ASKSUS TOENTER INTOHUMILITYONPALMSUNDAY, TO SERVEWITH LOVEONHOLYTHURSDAY, TOTRUST IN THEMIDSTOF SUFFERINGONGOODFRIDAY, ANDTOREJOICE INNEWLIFE AT EASTER. IT CHALLENGESUS TOLETGOOFOURSUPERFICIAL FAITHANDTOEMBRACEADEEPERDISCIPLESHIP—ONETHAT FOLLOWSCHRISTNOTONLY INMOMENTSOFGLORY, BUTALSOTHROUGHSACRIFICEANDSURRENDER. PERHAPSMOST IMPORTANTLY, HOLYWEEKREMINDSUS THATGOD’S LOVE IS NOTABSTRACT. IT IS LIVEDOUT—INBETRAYALANDFORGIVENESS, IN SUFFERINGANDREDEMPTION, IN DEATHANDRESURRECTION.ASWE JOURNEYTHROUGHTHESE SACREDDAYS, LET’S NOTREMAIN JUST SPECTATORS. INSTEAD, LET’S PLACEOURSELVESWITHIN THE STORY. LET’S BRINGOUROWNBURDENS, OUROWNSINS, OUROWNHOPES—ANDALLOWCHRIST TOTRANSFORMTHEM. FOR IN THE END, HOLYWEEK ISN’T ONLYABOUTWHATHAPPENEDTO JESUS; IT’S ABOUTWHATCANHAPPENWITHINUSASWEDIE TOSINANDRISE TONEWLIFE, EMBRACINGADEEPERUNIONWITHTHEONEWHOGAVEHIS ALL FORUS! ENJOYABEAUTIFULHOLYWEEK!

$24,574.33

THANK YOUTHANK YOU

Let’s Gather as a Parish Family!
Finishing What Faith Began

Join fellow parishioners for fellowship,
refreshments, and conversation about
the future of St. Matthew as we work
together to retire our parish debt.
Bring your questions, share your

thoughts, and help us move forward in
faith as a parish community.

Choose the gathering that works best
for you:

Monday, October 12, at 7:00 p.m. —
Desserts and refreshments

Wednesday, October 21, at 1:00 p.m.
— Light lunch

Please RSVP today using the QR code
or the link in your parish email

invitation.
We look forward to gathering with you!
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COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS!

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTISTBOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY INSPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACESINVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTSFOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

6736 Forest Hill Blvd.

West Palm Beach, FL 33413
LEARN MORE

561-964-5200

BOARD-CERTIFIED ORTHODONTIST

SPECIALIZING EXCLUSIVELY IN

INVISALIGN AND BRACES

FOR CHILDREN, TEENS & ADULTS

LEARN MORE
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